PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OCTOBER 20, 1924.
The meeting was called to order at 8 o'clook
P. M.. by the Chairman with the following members present:Colonel Alan Johnstone, Chairman·.

Me ssrs. m
11annamak er, Bradley.

Manning, Lever, Timmerman, Evans, Mauldin, Barnett, Tillman,
Geer, Cooper.
The Chairman outlined to the Board the purpose
of the meeting and requested that the Acting President of the
College, Professor

s.

B. Earle, proceed with the reading of his

report.
At the request of the Chairman Professor Earle
also read letters and telegrams from Alumni, Alumni Chapters,
parents and othereo
oved by Dr. Timmerman: That the report and the
letters be received by the Board as information.
Motion Adoptedo
The Aoting President

s.

B. Earle read to the

Board the following petition presented by the Student Central
Committee:

~ if

~

"TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF CLEMSON COLLEGE, THROUGH ACTING
PRESIDENT S. B. EARLE.
~ ~
As the duly selected representatives of· the student
body of Clemson College, acting in behalf of and by authority of
this body, we would appeal to the Bo'SI'd of Trustees of Clemson
College, through Aoting President s. B. Earle, for relief in the
following particulars:
·
As one of the contributing oauses to the
FIRST:
deplorable action recently taken b~ the student body we would
respectfully oall to the attention of your honorable body incidents in connection with the mess which aroused the students.
We iresent the following names of men who are
prepared to testify under oath that on Saturday evening, October
11th Link Sausages were served on the table for supper which
were'unfit for human consumption, some being wormy and some being
moulded.

I
2.

Seniors:

Talbert, E. H.
Kahew, c. Ii.
Wooten, v'f . H.
Taber, W. P.

Sopha:

Rickborn, J. Ho
Ward, H. P.
Bradley, W. w.
Kitchen, T. W.

Juniors:

Law, J. M.
Garvin, B.

Fresh:

Burgess, R. H.

w.

Further, That on Sunday, Ootober 12th, some of the
chicken which was served for dinner was spoiled to suoh an extent
as to be offensive to the smell.
The following men are prepared
so to testify under oath:

s.

Senior:

Herlong, E.

Junior:

Elliott, W. R.

better foodo

Soph:

Crowson, J. K.

Freeh:

Hewlett, L. M.

We therefore petition the Board for more and

SECOND:
We respectfully petition your honorable
Board to reinstate as students of Clemson College those men of
the student body who left the oampus without authority during
Tuesday, October 14th and up to 7: 30 P. r.. on Wednesday,
Ootober 15th.
ve recognize the aotion which oaused these men to
leave to be hasty, ill-advised and •ubversive to disaipline,
but we believe they left in good faith after a large majority
of the students had voted to leave in a body.
Therefore we
feel that the great majority of the students who remained on the
campus are equally guilty with them of wrong-doingo
earnestly desire to oomplete our eduaation at
Clemson, and, if possible, atone for the wrong done the ColJBge
through the action of the student body.
~e

THIRD:
We further petition your honorable body
to grant us a Matron for the mesa-hall for the following reasons:
lat, To aot as hostess for such guests as may visit
the mess-hall
2nd, Because the presence of a Matron tends to
promote politeness in the mess-hall.
8rd, Because the men of the Corps have beoome
aooustomed to the preaenae of a Matron and
keenly feel the absenoe of one.
4th, Because the preeenoe of a lady in the messhall has a humanizing influence.
We sincerely trust that your body may see fit to
grant our petition.
Student Central Committee
(Signed)

John MoSween
Aoting Chairman.

Seniors: Paul Graves
c. A. Robinson, Jr.
E. H. Colbert
B. w. Freeland
B. B. Gillespie
J. D. Stewart, Jr.

Sophomores:

H.

W.

s. Elms,
c. Brown, Jr.

J. A. Milling

L. E. Cromer

Palfe 3.
Juniors:

William R. Elliott, Jr. Freshmen:
Gary I. Finklea
John E. Walker
W. R. Roy

H. L. Estew
J. R. Rutledge, Jr.
L. D. Chandler."

At the request of the Board Aoting President
Earle prooeeded to make an informal statement for the purpose
of aoquainting the Board with all details regarding the trouble.
Moved by Mr. Tillman:

That oertain persona or

Committees desiring to appear before the Board would be heard
when the Board met at 9 A. M. Ootober 21, 1924.
Motion Adopted.
The Board went into exeoutive session for a short
while.
Moved by Mr. Manning:
the aotion of Professor

s.

That we endorse and sustain

B. Earle in all matters dealing with

the student rebellion whioh were presented to us by him.
Motion Adopted.
Moved by Mr. Barnett:

That further oonsideration

of the student petition be postponed until Tuesday morning.
Motion Adopted.
The Board adjourned to meet at 9 A. M. Tuesday,
Ootober 21, 1924.

MEETING AT 9 A. M. OCTOBER 21. 1924.
The Board was called to order by the Chairman
with twelve members present.
Reverend John MoSween was called before the Board
for the purpose of making a statement.

The statement made by

Mr. MoSween was taken stenographioally and ia filed with these
minutes.

Mr. MoSween was exouseo and the Board went into

executive session.
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Following the statement of Mr.
Chairman appointed Messrs.

cSween the

anning, Geer. and Bradley to draw

up resolutions for consideration by the Board.

Moved by Mr. Barnett:

That the appeal of ex-

cadet R. F. Holahan be heard by the Board.
Motion Adopted.
The appeal of R. F. Holahan together with the
stenographic testimony taken at the Discipline Committee trial
were read in full at this time.
Moved by Mr. Mannipg:

That the judgment of the

Committee be sustained and that the appeal be dismissed.
Motion Adopted on
roll oall vote twelve .member s voting :'aye tr.
The following report of the Committee was presented
to the Board for consideration:

"Clemson College, s. C.,
October 21, 1924.
11:15 A. M.

To the Board of Trustees:
Your Committee has duly considered the matters
submitted to it, and return herewith for your consideration
resolutions which we feel will dispose of the original demands
made upon the President:
and we recommend that no further notice
of this paper be taken.
We further advise that the paper embodying the
requests of the student body be now taken up for consideration
by the Board.
WHEREAS:
On the afternoon of October 14th the
Vice-President of the Senior Class presented to the Acting
President of the institution a document containing certain demands
reading as follows'We the undersigned members of the Senior Clase demand the
following changes and modifications of rules and orders now
existing to take effeot one half hour after the presentation
of these' demands to the president of Clemson College. (Before
presentation 'one half hour' was soratohed out and 'at 6
o'clock" was inserted.)
•1. An assurance that the food served in the college mess hall
be of better quality and in sufficient quantities.
tl
1

0

30

•4.

The resignation of J. D. Haroombe, mess officer.
The services of a Matron.
The reinstatement of R. F. Holahan as a oadet.'

)
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARTI OF TRUSTEES:

.

1. That the Board endorses and sustains the action
of the Acting President in the statement made by him that he
would investigate the oomplaints against the quality and quantity
of food served, and would do all in his :power to insure proper
food and in suoh quantities as would be oonduoive to the health
and oontentment of the student body.
2 •• The Board endorses and sustains the a.ction of
the Acting President in his refusal to ask for the resignation
of J. D. Haroombe, mess officer.
3o The Board endorses and sustains the aotion of
the Aoting President in his statement to the petitioners that
the question of whether the eervioea of a matron would be secured
was under oonsideration, and would be further considered in due
oourse.

4. The Board endorses and sustains the aotion of
the Aoting President and of the Discipline Committee in the
aentenoe of suspension for one year imposed upon Cadet Holahan.
The Board takes this action after due consideration of the appeal
submitted to the Board through the Acting President.
WHEREAS: The Viae-:President of the Senior Clase
presented to the Aoting President on the afternoon of October
. 14th, a paper signed by 137 Seniors and which reads ae follows 'We the undersigned members of the Senior Class demand the
following ohanges and modifications of rules and orders now
existing, to take effeot one half hour after the presentation
of these demands to the pref3ident of Clemson College.
(Before
preaentation 'one half hour' was scratohed out and 'at 6
o 1 clook 1 was inserted.)
·
'l.
An assuranoe that the food served in the college mess hall
be of better quality and in suffioient quantittes.
•a~

•3.
•4.

The resignation of J. D. Haroombe, mess officer.
The servioes of a matron.
The reinstatement of R. F. Holahan as a oadet. 1

AND WHEREAS: Within the afternoon of the same a:ay
113 of the signers of tfie aforesaid petition oame to the
:President's office and asked permission to withdraw their names.
AND WHEREAS: Aoting President Earle stated to the
Vioe-:President of the Senior Class that no punishment would be
meted out to members of the Senior Class for the speoifio aot
of signing these demands.
BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of Trustees
a reoiates and oommends the spirit and the.Judgment of the
A~ling President in his promise that no punishment would be meted
to the signers of this petition for the specific aot.

BUT B"'f IT RESOLVED FURTHER:

That the Board of

6 ~0 ~~~ ~!sf~~n~a~:1~~n~~1i~ 1 ~0:~! 0 ~~i~~;~:o!:!~is
~~u~~=
petition for any act of insubordination or
rec
rules of the institution. ·
Richard I. Manning
Sig-tXed:
w. w. Bradley
B. E. Geer
Committeen

:Page 6.

..

Moved by Mr. Lever:

That the

repor~

of the

Committee be adopted.
Kotion adopted,
on roll call vote twelve members voting "aye".
Moved by Mr. Bradler:

That Mr. Mcsween be

recalled and informed that after a oareful review of the
situation according to reoorde and upon his statement the
Board would at his request set aside the demands presented to
the Aoting :President of the College by the Senior Class, and
that no punishment be awarded for the signing of this document.
Motion Adopted.

Mr. MoSween was recalled and presented with a
oopy of the Committee resolutions.

He then oontinued with

hie reoital whioh is filed with these minutes.
Moved bi Mr. Cooper:

That the Board adjourn

uatil 2 :P. M.
Motion Adopted
and the Board adjourned.

The Board was oalled to order at 2 :P. M. on
Tuesday, Ootober 21st with twelve members present.
Moved bf Mr. Tillman:

That the Board proceed

to consider the first part of the student petition and that Mr.
MoSween ae Chairman of the Student Central Committee and four
students on eaoh complaint regarding alleged conditions in the
mesa hall be oalled before the Board.
Motion Adopted.

1

I
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Moved by Mr. Bradley:

That after the Board had

oompleted its investigation a Committee of five write a full
and complete report to be placed before the public.
~otion

Adopted.

The following were appointed by the Chairman:
Messrs. Manning , Lever, Tillman, Bradley, and Geer.
Reverend John MaSween was then called and informed
that it was the wish of the Board for him to sit with them during
the examination of the students regarding conditions in the mesa
hall.

Mr. MoSween was also informed that he would be permitted

to question the student witnesses and to make statements in
explanation from time to timeo
The stenographic testimony is filed with and is
made part of these minutes.

Eaah witness was sworn before

giving testimony.
~

Professor D. H. Henry,

~ireotor

of Student Affairs,

was next oalled before the Board and examined in referenoe to
alleged conditions in the mesa hall.
The stenographic testimony of Mr. Henry is filed
with and is made part of these minutes.
Moved by Mr. Bradley:

That the Board adjourn

for supper until 8 P. M.
Motion Adopted.

The Board was called to oraer at 8 P. M. - Mr.
Twelve members were present.
Barnett ireeiding.
Moved by Mr. Tillman: That the members of the
senior Class stand oharged that they did violate t~e rules
and regulations of the Clemson Agrioultural College as follows:
That they did on or about 1 o'olook on Tuesday, Ootober 14th hold
a meeting of their olass in violation of the negulatione for the
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Government of the Cadets of the Clemson Agrioultural College after
they had been refused

J;E

rmission to hold suoh meeting by the

Aoting President of the College, or without permission from the
Commandant; the said conduot on their part being in direot viola.
tion of Paragraphs 157 and 230 of the Cadet Regulations, to wit n:{j 157.

Not more than ten oadete shall assemble

at any place at any one time unless on duty without speoial
permission from the Commandant in each case.

#

230.

Disobedience - Any cadet who shall disobey

a command of the President, the Commandant or his offioers, or a
member of the faculty, or shall behave himself in a refaotory or
disrespectful manner, shall be tried by the Discipline Committee
and dismissed or less severely punished, according to the nature
and degree of his offense."
After examining Cadet Colbert, Acting President
of the Senior Class, it was decided to adjourn to the Chapel
for the purpose of reading to the Class the aforesaid charges
and to receive the plea of each individual as to guilty or
not guilty.

The Board adjo'1.rned to the Chapel where

.

W~.

Barnett

continued to preside and 11essrs. Tillman and Evans were appointed
to conduct the examination.

The roll of the Senior Class was

oalled and eaoh cadet answered "guilty" or "not guilty".

The

plea of eaoh member of the Senior Class if filed with the minutes.
After hearing the pleas the Board returned to the
President's office and proceeded to oall in individual students
for examination.

Eaoh student was sworn and all testimony

was taken stenographically.

Thirty students were examined at

this time.
Moved by Mr. Bradley:

That permission previously

granted b~ Acting President Earle to the football team, Seniors.
her organizations as carrying out
Juniors, the b and and Suoh Ot
~ir 1·ng the scheduled football game at the Fair
the program in Pl ....,
in Columbia be sustained unless it interfere with the progress of'
the Board :Meeting, Pro'fided, however, that none of these students
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Partioipated in the "walk out".
Motion Adopted,
by roll call vote eleven members voting "aye".
Moved by Mr. Cooper:

--

That the permit for oertain

textile students to attend the Textile Exposi~ion in Greenville ,

for the present, be revoked.

Motion Adopted.
The Board continued the examination of members
of the Senior Class and twenty-six young men were called.
The Board adjourned to meet at 9 A. M.
Ootober 22nd.

9 A. M.

Ootober 22, 1924.

The Board was oalled to order with

~rr.

Barnett

as Chairman and the following members answered roll call:
Messrs. Johnstone, Wannamaker, Manning, Evans, Mauldin, Barnett,
Till.man, Geer, Timmerman, Bradley and Lever.
The examination of members of the Senior Class
was continued - thirty-one students being examinedo
:Moved by Mr. Ma1mi:ng:

That permission be

r

granted~

to certain students to attend the Fair provided they were not
involved and if necessary any student or students be recalled.

~

~

Motion Adopted.
Moved by :Mr. Tillman:

That permission to hold a

football matinee in Chapel on Thursday, October 23rd be

t~
granted.~

Motion Adopted.
The examination of Seniors was continued - seven
members being called.
Moved by Mr. Geer:

~

That F. H. Colbert, Vice-

President of the Senior Class be notified by telegram to return
from Columbia immediately for further examination.
Motion Adopted.

Io
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Five students were oalled before the Board for
examination.
The Board adjourned until 2:15 P. M.

The Bo&rd assembled at 2:30 P. M. and oontinued
the examination of students.
The Board went into executive session for a short
time.
Moved by WJ.r. Bradley:

That the request of the

student body transmitted by Mr. T. B. Young to hold a meeting
with

in the Chapel at such time as may be arranged l&I the President
of the College be granted.
Upon roll oall vote
the motion was adopted all members voting "aye" except Mr.
Ti11m8n.
Attitional students were called before the

B~ard

-

fifteen being examined.

Mr. I. M. Mauldin was called. home on account of

_..,..__ _

eiokeness and Mr. Geer asked to be exoused from 6 P. M. until
the morning session.
The Board oontinued to examine Seniors - seven
young men being oalled.

Mr. T. B. Young and Reverend John MoSween appeared
before the Bo,a rd and presented the following statement:
"We, the students of Clemson Agricultural College,
in meeting assembled wish to go on record that if the Board
of Trustees is interpreting any document, now before them from
the student body or any attitude of the student body as having
any eignifioance of a threat either in form or fact we wish to
assure your honorable body that such is not the case and that
we stand before your judgment in submission with full intention
to abide by your decisions recognizing that our only plea is
one for meroy."

I

-

//
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"
It was explained by the gentlemen presenting the
statement that only 67 voted against the resolutions.
Moved by Dr. Timmerman:

That the paper be

received as information.
Motion Adopted.
The Board continued the examination of Seniors sixteen being called.
Moved by

Mr.

Lever:

That the Board extend a

vote of thanks to Mr. T. B. Young, Reverend John Mcsween and
other Alumni for their interest and assistance.
Motion Adopted upanimously by a
rising vote.
Board adjourned.

The Board was called to order at 9:20 P. M -

Mr. Barnett presiding.
W~ved

by Mr. Br adley:

That the Freshman football

team be permitted to go to Davidson College for the purpose
of playing the scheduled game.
Motion Adopted.
)

Fifteen Seniors were then examined and the
Board adjourned to meet at 9:30 A. M.

The Board convened at 9:30 A. M. October 23rd,
with

~fr.

Barnett as Acting Chairman.

The following were

present - Messrs. Johnstone , Wannamaker, Bradley, Manning,
Timmerman, Barnett, Tillman, Lever and Evans.
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Moved by Mr. Tillman:

That all students on

permit at the State Fair in Columbia be notified to return to
the College by 1:30 P. M. Ootober 24th.

The scrub football

team and students with the e:ahibit not being included in this
order.
Motion .Adopted.
Cadet Colbert was recalled before the Board
for further examination.

All testimony was taken stenog-

raphioally and is made a part of these minutes.

Mr. J. D. liarcombe, Ii/Iese Officer, and Mr. J. G.
Lindsay, Commissary Clerk, were next called before the Board
for examination.

.All testimony was taken stenographioally

and is made part of these minutes.
Board adjourned until 2 P. 11.

The Board was called to order at 2 P. M. Thursday
for the purpose of considering what punishment, if an;y was to be
awarded students p;i._rticipating el ther in the "walk out" or in the
unauthorized class meeting held on Riggs Field.
Questionnaires were prepared and eaoh student in the
Corps of Cadets was required to answer all questions thereon,
Moved b¥ Mr. Lever:

That the question of the em-

ployment of a Matron be left in the hands of the Aoting President
and for him to report to the Board later if it is found necessary
to continue the employment of a Matron in the mess hall.
Motion Adet.Dpted.
The Board .Adjourned.

D
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The Board was oalled to order at 9 A. M.
October 24th with Mr. Barnett as Acting Chairman.
The following members answered roll call:
a1mamaker , Lev e r , T'immerman, Ev ans, Mauldin,
Barnett, Tillman and Geer.

Messrs. Johnstone,

The Board took under consideration the questionnaires of the students.

Committees were appointed by the

Chairman to examine the questionnaires of the different classes.
The Board took recess subject to the oall of the
Chairman.
The Board reconvened at 2:30 P. M. and six students
were oalled for examination.
The following resolutions regarding the punishment
to be awarded the students were presented to the Board:
"Be it resolved by the Board of Trustees of the Clemson
Agricultural College 1. That all members of the Senior Class who left the College ~~
without authority and remained away for a period of 48 hours ~~
or longer shall be dismissed.
·
2. That all members of the Senior Class who left the College
without authority but did not remain away for a period of 48
hours shall be suspended for the remainder of this scholastic
year.
3. That all members of the Junior and Sophomore Classes who
left the College without authority and remained away for a
period of 48 hours or longer shall be suspended for the remainder
of this scholastic year.
4. That all members of the Junior and Sophomore Classes who left
the College without authority but did not remain away longer
than 48 hourse be required to walk 60 extras and be denied all
privileges for the remainder of this soholastio year, provided,
however that the President and Commandant may in their discretion
restore'these privileges at the end of the first semester January 25, 1925.
5
That all members of the Jl1reshman Class who left the
C~llege without authority and who return by 11 o'clock P. M.
on Ootober 29th, 1924 be iermitted to reenter the College and
submit to the punishment of walking 40 extras.
6.
For the purpose of this resolution - That all irregular
students be classified as follows:
•

1st
2nd
3rd
4th

year
year
year
year

•
-

Freshmen
Sophomore
Junior
Senior.''
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"That all Seniors found guilty of attending class meeting on
Riggs Field who knew that permission had been asked for holding
the said meeting and that permission had been refused shall
be punished by the suspension of all prigileges for the
remainder of this scholastic year, provided, that the President
and Commandant of Cadets may in their discretion restore said
privileges to these oadets on February lst if in their judgment
such action is wise and expedient and warranted by conduct
of cadets affected.

·~

Those found guilty of attending the class meeting on Riggs
Field knowing it was without authority and in violation of
regulations but not knowing that permission had been asked
for its holding and refused shall be punished by the withdrawal
of all privileges to March lst, 1925, provided, that the
President and Commandant of Cadets may in their discretion restore
said privileges to these cadets on December lst if in their
judgment such action is wise and expedi~nt and warranted by
conduct of oadets affected.''
Upon roll call vote the resolutions were
adopted, all members voting

11

aye".

The Committee of five appointed to prepare a
report presented the same to the Board.

Upon roll call

vote the report was unanimously adopted, all members voting
''aye"•
Moved by Mr. Mauldin:

That Miss Sadler be

granted $50.00 as compensation for stenographic services
during the Board Meeting.
Motion Adopted 9
on roll call vote nine members voting "aye".
The Board of Trustees, Faculty and student body
assembled in Chapel and findings of the Board as to punishment
were made known.
Filed with these minutes is a list of the students
dismissed or suspended.

After returning to the President's

office the Board adjourned.
Approved:

~~

Chairman

Correct:

Secretary.

-

